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Laird Completes Property
Reappralsal In Negaunee

NEGAUNEE — Reappraisal
pf the City of Negaunee has
been completed, it wax an-
nounced today by officials of
the James R. Laird Co., Ine.,
professional  appraisal firrn

which .was employed by the
M:;:Nlu spring to 'do

the job! s
Taxpayers soon will be able
to obtain Information reglrdml

their appraised property ‘val-

ues, Laird officials Tevealed.
[nformal hearings will be held

prior to the .March Board of
Review sessions for the purpose
of giving taxpayers ample op-
portunity to re\iew Lheu' e\
figures. .,
No-Effect On Tlx Rlle :
‘Reappraisal will have no efs
fect- on either the tax rate or
ied.” It will méreiy equalize as-
sessments angd correct inequities.
existing ‘among taxpavers,

Establishment of - permanent
and accurate property record

pay._

the lpcal amount of taxes lev-,

cards will give the -assessor
equalized assessment, appraisal
officials stressed. Individual
taxpayers -will not necessarily.
more — or less. The new
tax figures will not depend |
upon the former assessed value .
of "property, Equalized assess-
ment will have the. greatest ef-
feck on properties which have
baen drastically out at line in
the past, - e
Immune To Pressure
Appraizal values of city prop-

140 Join MeClellan

In Action

Against

NMU Prexy, Board

One hundred and forty mem-

bers of the Northern Michigan |sor

University faculty this week
gigned a statement which their
spokesmen say formally makes
them joint complainants with
Dr. Robert F. McClellan (n his
threatened - action against the
Northern Michigan University
president and the NMU board
ef control.

The announcement was made
‘this morning by the Cammittee
for Defense of Academic Free-
dom at NMU, an organization
of NMU faculty and other inter-
ested persons formed last fall

' to raise money to finance pos-

sible court' action by McClel-

~~— lan, dismissed assistant history

professor, against NMU and its
board.

John Frey, CDAF president,
gaid the lawsuit will he filed
Manday in federal court In De-
troit,

Dismissed By Harden

MeClellan, assistant profes-
sor af history, will file the suit
on the basis of a violation of
academic freedom and consti-
tutional right, Frey sald. The
eamplaint stems ‘from hip
enissal last summer by Dr.
gar L. Harden, then NMU
{derit. Harden's action was

Johnson, and by NM
The' 140 faculty members

have signed a formal statement
which will make them joint

..eomplainants in  McClellan's

charging a violation of
their academic freedom and
canstitutional rights through
violation of their fellow instrue-
tor's rights, according to John

suit,

M. Allswang, assistant proles-
of history and treasurer of
the CDAF,

Allswang also said the num-
ber already co-signed with Me-
Clellan comprises a majority of
the fulltime teaching faculty at
the university. The total num-
ber of faculty is around 260.

The petition signed by the
. faculty members states they
are ‘‘concerngd about the
impact of the summary
termination of Dr. MeClel-
lan's appointment upon the
future of the university,” as
well as on thelr “ability to
perform our professional du-
ties, and upon our exerclu.\
of the right of expression,
association and untram-
meled inquiry.”

The statement also notes “be-
lieving that it is essential to the
welfare of this Institution that
Dr. McClellan be reinstated, we
hereby join him In the sult
against the president and the
members of the board of con-
trol to secure judicial protec-
tion of academic freedom and
our constitutional rights as well
ar his reinstatement’, . "
Attorneys From ACLU

It_ further authorizes the at-
tornies of the American Civil
Liberities Union, which is pro-
| xiding legal representation for
MeClellan, to serve as counsel
to the faculty members as well.

Allswang said the faculty
volunteers who cirmulated the
petition reported that each fac-
ulty membé¥. made his decision
individually and without pres-
sure from any source.

The CDAF treasurer also
noted that the 140 signatures

were collected In three days.
‘It is probable that still more

;| signatures will be forthcoming

in the next few weeks,” he
commented.
Facully Senate Statement

An informal statement pub-
lished by the I\MU faculty sen-
ate in regard’to the case auth-
orized circulation of the peti-
tion.

The statement reported that
at a joint meeting held in Janu-
ary the board of control and
!aculty senate agreed to set up
a joint committee to seek a
solution to the MeClellan case.

A brief exploratory meet-

ing was held on Jan., 25,

the senate statement reads.

“The second meellng was

twice postponed at the re-

quest of the board and has
not yet been held.”

At a meeting held last Satur- |
it continues, the faculty|

day,
senal.e met with Ernest Mazey,
Detroit, executive director o.f
the’ ACLU of Michigan, and
ACLU attorneys.

“The attorneys. explained,”
the statement notes, *‘that they
had thought it best to delay
filing suit as long as there ap-
peared to be a reasonable like-
lihood that the case could be
settled satisfactorily through ne-
gotiation, but that extended ef-
forts to settle the case without
litigation have proved unsuc-
cessful."”

Armed
Forces

Capt. Dennis W, Jarvl, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Veikko A. Jarvi,
Rte. 1, Negaunee, recently took
part in a successful bombing
mission over North Vietnam.
Jarvi and his fellow F-105 Thun-
derchief pilots struck a wvital
railroad siding, one-and-one-
half miles” xouth of Lang Son on

the rail link from the north to
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